i The Messenger

s 25250 Airport Road
= Punta Gorda, FL 33950
5 | SUMMER 2024 | [rutCoda
O f?/ first@fpcpunta.org
Q[ N Worship Service in our Sanctuary at 10:30am www.fpcpunta.org
U\N or watch our worship service LIVE! at:
www.fpcpunta.org and click on the logo “YouTube” N =
Summer
Every Summer Has A Story _Is Here!

As I was looking at greeting cards the other day, I read one that had the quote, “Every Summer Has A Story”.
Curious as to the author, I googled it — I didn’t get an answer, but apparently it is a pretty common saying —
you could buy just about anything with that saying on it.

It may be common, but I like the message, especially as we are about to enter the summer of 2024 — What story
will you write? I can remember childhood summers — the beach in Mississippi, Family BBQ’s in Arkansas,
Boy Scout Camp in New Mexico, and then the simpler things — ice cream, pools, sprinklers, fireflies, s’'mores,
camps, pick-up football games in the neighborhood, sleepovers at the grandparents, fishing, camping in the
backyard, Vacation Bible School and no homework.

I look back with very fond memories, and a few sad ones as I think of those people who are no longer with us.
How many of us would give just about anything to go back in time to relive just one of those days with family or
friends? Great times. But great times are still ahead as well.

How will you use this summer? What story will you write? For many of us in Punta Gorda, we say the summer
doesn’t feel much different, except that it is hotter and some of our friends have headed back north — and there is
less traffic. The pace does slow down a bit around here — but I want to encourage you to make some plans!
(If you are reading this, stop by my office and pick out a summer treat from the basket.)

The writer of Ecclesiastes wrote in chapter three - There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the
heavens: The writer goes on to list positive and negative things that are done. As you look to this summer, what are
the positive activities you can get done? Make those phone calls to check on friends? Have people over for a
cook-out? Write notes of encouragement to your children or grandchildren or great-grandchildren? If possible,
visit with family? The point is to be intentional about the summer, don’t let it just slip away.

Also, the writer of Ecclesiastes ends the book with this verse: Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter:
Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind. To fear God, is to worship Him, not to be afraid
of Him. This summer is also an opportunity to draw closer, to worship Him. So, with all the comings and goings
of summer activities, don’t forget about nurturing your faith — church, Bible Studies, Worship, Wednesday
evening activities, Bible readings, Fellowship times, etc.

As you write your story of the summer of 2024, I hope it includes not only great times of fun with family and
friends, but a summer that you can also look back on and say that you grew closer to our Lord and Saviour.

As Peter reminds us - But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and
Jforever! Amen. As His disciples, let us grow this summer.

In His Name,  Pastor Barksdale
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WORSHIP MINISTRY

Sunday Mornings - 10:30am Worship Service (Also Online)
Sunday Evenings - 6:00pm Prayer Meeting (On Facebook)

g Fellowship Time
%”m Join us for beverages, cookies and treats
dfter Sunday’s Worship Service

Sermon on the SAND
Every Sunday at 8:00am - 8:30am at Fishermen’s Village
Pastor Barksdale will deliver the Message on June 30th and July 28th

From the Choir Loft:

#J L” ‘ ﬁ Thank you Chancel Choir for your singing and leadership this last season.
S MM ER For the summer we are looking for special music a couple of times a month.
All you need is a love to sing or play praises to our God!
music
SCHEDULE If you are interested, please contact Pastor Barksdale.

DISCIPLESHIP 2024

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY
We are taking a break for the Summer
We will resume in October on the first and third Tuesdays of each month
at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall

Call Kathy Belville at 508-733-0546 for more information - All are welcome!

DONUTS & DOCTRINE BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays at 10:00am

Join us on Wednesday mornings this Summer
as we study selected Bible passages
Doctrine and discuss what God is teaching us

See the monthly calendars for summer dates

Membership Church Membership CLASS
3 Next class will be in the Fall
% Join us for a one-class introduction to FPC
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| DISCIPLESHIP WISDOM

Discipling Lost People into Jesus’ Kingdom?
by Bobby Harrington and Curt Erskine

“Metanoesein kai pistos emoi genesesthai!” These were the words of Flavius Josephus to a group of Jewish rebels in 66 A.D.
commanding them to abandon their current course of action and to instead come under his command and direction.
In English, we recognize his words as, “Repent and believe in me!”

To the Christian, this is reminiscent of the call of Jesus in the first chapter of Mark, “Metanoed kai pistend en ho enangelion!” or,
“Repent and believe in the good news!” What was the good news?

Jesus emphatically stated that the good news was, “The kingdom of God has come near!” (Mark 1:15).

The “good news” was that the King has come in person and he has established His kingdom, which will be fully
consummated when he returns to the FEarth. (Acts 3:21; Revelation 21:1ff) Therefore, the only proper response to the good
news was to “repent,” to abandon our current course of action and come under the command of our ruling and saving King,.

So, what does this have to do with discipling lost people into salvation?

You might have noticed in the statement of Jesus in Mark 1:15 that “good news” in Greek was, ewangelion. The word,
evangelism, 1s a version of transliterating the word, exangelion. Jesus proclaimed the gospel in Mark 1:14 and we are told to
proclaim it in Mark 16:15. We proclaim the gospel (good news) that Jesus is the saving King and that we have been invited to
repent and join His kingdom.

But is the expression, “proclaiming the gospel” something that is to be done in a church, through an evangelistic crusade,
while standing on a street corner or through an informal discipling conversation? The answer is “yes”’—proclaiming the good
news includes all these forms of communication and more. But here is a good way to think about evangelism:

Think of evangelism as the front end of disciple making.

Now, if you grew up in North America you might be confused because you have always heard that evangelism was
presenting a gospel that says, “Jesus died on the cross for your sins.” Someone might have even pointed you to 1 Corinthians
15:1-8 where Paul lays out the fundamentals of the gospel. However, when looking at these verses, we must remember that a
first-century audience would have understood “Christ” to mean “the Anointed King” and that it was a direct reference to
Jesus’ kingship both as an earthly descendant of David (as was written in Scripture) and as the enthroned King of Heaven
after His resurrection. So, with that in mind, Paul wrote that the gospel was:

...that the Anointed King died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures. (1 Cor. 15:3-4)

Thus, reading between the lines and understanding this statement as a first-century reader, the gospel is not only that Jesus
died for our sins, but that He is the Anointed King, descended from David, and is now enthroned in Heaven after His
resurrection according to the Scriptures.

We can summarize the gospel by saying that Jesus is our Saving King — he invites everyone into his kingdom.

It is important to couple salvation and kingship together. That Jesus died for our sins cannot be separated from the fact that
He is our King. Our response is to pledge faith, which is allegiance and faithfulness, to our king. The response to him is to
place our faith in him, which brings salvation and puts us in his kingdom. (Colossians 1:13-14)

Traditionally, we think of evangelism as something we engage in to lead people to conversion. And then discipleship as
something we do after conversion, to lead people to maturity, as they become more and more like Jesus. We can diagram it
this way:
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| DISCIPLESHIP WISDOM (con. from page 3 |

‘ Discipling Lost People into Jesus’ Kingdom? ‘

by Bobby Harrington and Curt Erskine

But is this dichotomy taught in scripture? Let’s look at Matthew 28:18-20:

Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’

In the Greek text, “make disciples” is in the imperative mode, which means it is a command that dominates the focus and
meaning of the text. It is like Jesus said: make disciples, and bere is how you do it.

Three expressions are in the participial mode, meaning they describe how you make disciples:

. Go
. Baptize (and)
. Teach Obedience

So, the great commission tells us to go, and; 1) disciple people into baptism (evangelism), and then; 2) disciple people to obey
every command of Jesus (maturity). It would be better to diagram the teaching of Matthew 28:18-20 this way:

And, lets note something else... Evangelism, understood as proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, is something that does
not stop at the point of conversion. I need to hear the gospel regularly after conversion, as part of my ongoing discipleship in
Jesus. I need to hear it from others and I need to hear it from myself. As Martin Luther used to say, “we need to preach the
gospel to ourselves daily.”

So, in short, we can put it this way:

. We privately proclaim in discipling relationships and publicly the “gospel/good news” that Jesus the saving King
came into the world to offer his kingdom to all who repent and turn to him by faith.

. King Jesus’ life, teachings, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension open the door to the salvation and new life
found in his kingdom.

. We disciple people into faith in King Jesus so they can receive the salvation found in his kingdom.

. We disciple people into the faithfulness and obedience in King Jesus because it expresses the reality of his kingdom
reign.

. We wait for King Jesus to return to fully consummate his kingdom — where we will live with him in sheer joy

throughout eternity.

The only proper response to the good news is to “repent,” to abandon our current courses of action in life and come under
the rule of our saving King.
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FPC ACTIVITIES AND OUTREACH

PRAYER SHAWL GATHERING
We will take the summer off and resume in November
“See the letter on Page 6 from a shawl recipient”

GAME FELLOWSHIP

Thursday mornings at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall All are welcome!

Ist and 3rd Friday of each month
Sign up in the church foyer

Friday, June 7th
12:00pm
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s
Punta Gorda

Friday, June 2 st
12:00pm
Ryan’s Subs & Sports Grill
Punta Gorda

Friday, July 5th
12:00pm
LongHorn Steakhouse
Port Charlotte

Friday, July 19th
12:00pm
Los Mariachis
Punta Gorda

Friday, August 2nd
12:00pm
Olive Garden
Port Charlotte

Friday, August | 6th
12:00pm
Riviera Bar & Grill
Punta Gorda

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
Sunday, June 16th

LUNCH & LEARN

Wednesday, July 31st
12:00 Noon

Hurricane Preparedness

MISION PENIEL (IMMOKALEE, FLORIDA)

Join us on Friday, July 26th for the afternoon session
We will meet at the church at 12:15pm

Join us on Friday, August 30th for the morning session
We will meet at the church at 9:15am

Sign up in the church foyer

DINNER & A MOVIE - The Chosen Season 4

Begins Wednesday, June 12th
Dinner at 5:00pm - Movie at 6:00pm

June 12 - June 26 - July 10 - July 24
August 14 - August 28 - September 11 - September 25

Sign up in the church foyer

The Messenger
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I MILITARY PRAYER LIST

Prayer

O Prince of Peace, we humbly ask Your protection for all our men and women in military
service. Give them unflinching courage to defend with honor, dignity and devotion the rights of all
who are imperiled by injustice and evil. Guard our churches, our homes, our schools, our hospitals,
our factories, our buildings, and all those within from harm and peril. Protect our land and its people
from enemies within and without. Grant an early peace with victory founded upon justice. Instill in
the hearts and minds of men and women everywhere a firm purpose to live forever in peace and
good will towards all. Amen.

* Major John McPherson, Air Force, great nephew of Marguerite O’Brien, stationed at Sheppard Air Force Base
in Wichita Falls, Texas

* Major Ryan Swisher, Army Ranger, grandson of Rachel Pfaender, stationed in North Carolina

* Major Eric Engstrom, Army Intel., son of Alan Engstrom, stationed at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

* Captain Zadick Self, Marines, grandson-in-law of Ron Beasom, stationed in Peoria, lllinois

* Navy Seaman Tyler Beasom, Navy, grandson of Ron Beasom, stationed in San Diego, California

* Lt. Col. David Sifferd, Jr., Army Reserve, son of David Sifferd, stationed in Ft. Knox, KY

* Pvt. Michael Robert Woagner, U.S. Marine Corp., great-grandson of Robert and Jean Humphreys, stationed in Hawaii
* Second Lieutenant, JTAC, Alexander Kingsbury, Air Force, great-grandson of Tim Ronan, stationed in New York

* Major Christina West, Army, granddaughter of William Dosse, stationed at Fort Liberty (formerly Fort Bragg, NC)
and her husband Major Matt Walter, Army, currently deployed in the Middle East

Do you have a family member serving in the military?
If so, we’d like to add them to the newsletter prayer list. Fill out the form that’s on the sign-up table
in the church foyer and place it in the HELMET or let the church office know.

Wheelchair Ministry
Lisa Alfonsi’s Ministry in Peru
‘. Through your generous gifts in 2023 - 2024,
FREE our church helped to provide
wr:g;g::m over 10 wheelchairs!

My wife and I would like to say thank-you. All the prayers and positive thoughts went a long way
towards our healing and recovery. It means alot to have a church in Florida thinking of us.

I must say one of my biggest suppporters is Deb M. (Gail Thornton’s daughter). We work together
and she told me about everyday ‘with all the people praying for you, you will get a kidney’.
The doctors said the normal wait is 3-5 years. Deb told me time and time again ‘you won’t have to
wait that long’. I waited almost one year. The second person I told about my kidney was Deb
(I had to tell my wife first). With all the love and support we got from your church, we like to give
a little back and say Thank You and God Bless all of you. We are both doing great!!

Rick & Margaret
(They gave a donation to the church and the Prayer Shawl Ministry)
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MISSIONS MINISTRY

First Presbyterian Church proudly supports
Missions from our church budget. i
If you would personally like to make additional royer f}f’*’ﬁ?
donations, please make checks payable to FPC é_%

and indicate the mission on the memo line.

INFORMATION FROM YOUR MISSION COMMITTEE

It was brought to our attention that there are people with Medicare Advantage Plans,
which include OTC (over the counter) benefits, who do not use all of the provided funds that
are offered each quarter or yearv. If this applies to you, we would like to suggest that you use your
unused funds to purchase items for the homeless of Charlotte County who will benefit from them,
such as antibiotic cream, band-aids, toothbrushes, toothpaste, hand sanitizer, insect repellant, etc.
Because we work closely with Jesus Loves You Ministry, the items can be dropped off at church.
Please contact Patti MacDonald or Gail Thornton with any questions.

Monthly Mission Support

Crossroads

HOPE

Academy

CROSSROADS HOPE ACADEMY (PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA)

Crossroadspg.org ngklebau

JESUS LOVES YOU MINISTRY (PORT CHARLOTTE, FLORIDA)

Jesuslovesyouministryinc.com Shower & Lunch
Ministry

MISION PENIEL (IMMOKALEE, FLORIDA)

Misionpeniel.com

ANTIOCH PARTNERS MISSIONARIES

Eric and Debbie Stone, Guatemala

Lisa Alfonsi, Lima, Peru
theantiochpartners.org

MISSIONARY VENTURES INTERNATIONAL

Chasen and Katie Brokaw
Nicaragua
mvi.org
breakingborders.org
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| MEMBER CARE

N ) CONTACT Prayer Requests and Hospital / Rehab Information
information Address, Phone, Email changes

Prayer : il char
uests Birthdays and Anniversaries

Email to first@fpcpunta.org

First Pres is on Facebook!

Go to:
facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurch-Punta Gorda

To watch the current Service:

1) Follow the link: https://www.youtube.com/@FPCPG

u YOUTUbe (This link is also on our website in the top right corner,
simply press the YouTube button.)

2) When you land on the FPC YouTube page you will see a small screen
with the word LIVE, click it and it will fill up your screen.
The Service will begin at approximately 10:30 AM.
(If you don't see a small screen with the word LIVE, we have not started streaming.)

Giving to FPC - In person
Mail to the church office: 25250 Airport Rd; PG, FL 33950
Online Giving through our website: fpcpunta.org, click Donate

Offerin

- Welcome to our new Covenant Partner

Welcome Barbara Floyd

We are at the beginning of hurricane season.
We want to remind everyone that if a storm is in the area,

please don’t travel if you are not comfortable,

but you may still join us online.
Also, we have a text messaging system to notify folks

if Services/Events are canceled.

If you do not want to receive a text message,
please notify the church office.

Please note: You cannot reply to these text messages.
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JUNE 2024
CHURCH PRAYER CALENDAR AND CELEBRATIONS

Prayer is the place where burdens change shoulders - We pray for....

The elderly, the infirm, the hospitalized, those in nursing homes, the homebound and lonely,
and all those who have requested our prayerful support.

Each month we remember church members and friends on a rotating basis...

f

D)

I Bill & Pauli Purcell Il Ron & Billie Sixt 21 Teri York

2 Barbara Reynolds 12 Andy & Nancy Smith 22 Charles & Evelyn Zietsma
3 Tim Ronan I3 Margie Smith 23  Lois Zietz

4 Pete & Debbie Rostad 4 Bo & Karen Sostar 24  Carol Zutter

5 Barbara Ryan I5  Gail Thornton 25  George & Sharon Albright
6 Charles Sampsel |6 Larrie & Marjorie Tisdale 26  Jay Aldridge

7 Andy & Katie Schulte I7 Richard & Linda Wagar 27  Rex Anderson

8 Elaine Schultz 18 Don & Mary Anne Washabaugh 28 Laurel Aumend

9  Jene Shafer 9  Sharon Weed 29  Denny & Minty Ausman
I0 Dave & Sharon Sifferd 20 Donald & Susan Willecke 30 Roy & Kathy Belville

5, 29
"ﬁ%B.RN wollll!

THDAYS OQGANNIVERSARIES

6—Bob & Jean Humphreys 60 yrs.

|—Laurel Aumend |5—Pete Rostad
| 5—Steve & Valerie Neeley 51 yrs.
2—Gail Thornton |6—Donna DeBree 24—Bo & Karen Sostar 20 yrs
10—Mary Anne Washabaugh 2] —Ramona Douglas 26—Steve & Joanie Mock 48 yrs.
I2—Rick Berner 22—Sharon Weed 28—Bill & Sonja Dosse 66 yrs.
| 3—Bo Pullen 29_Joan Byron 30—J|m & Patti NUZnOff 45 yrs.
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JULY 2024
CHURCH PRAYER CALENDAR AND CELEBRATIONS

Prayer is the place where burdens change shoulders - We pray for....

The elderly, the infirm, the hospitalized, those in nursing homes, the homebound and lonely,
and all those who have requested our prayerful support.

Each month we remember church members and friends on a rotating basis...

I Shirley Berg
2 Rick & Kay Berner

3 Duane & Wanda Boyles

4 Bonnie Brown
5 Marion Brown
6 Lili Bush

7 Ray & Joan Byron
8 Kay Callahan
9 Bonnie Carey

Sam & Patti Cessna

ﬁmw

Il Judith Cornnell 21 John & Gail Evans

12 Charlie & Doris Costa 22  George & Bev Fallenbeck

I3 Robert Cuzner 23 Dick & Sandy Fisher

4  Sheila Dabney 24  Barbara Floyd

I5 Peter & Donna DeBree 25  Frances Frost

16 Bill & Sonja Dosse 26  Neta Gensemer

I7  John & Ramona Douglas 27  Matthew & Maria Greene

I8  Phyllis Ehrhardt 28  Marjorie Haun

19  Merrilyn Ellison 29  Joan Hoffman

20  Alan Engstrom 30 Bob & Jean Humphreys
31 Pat lhrie

BIRTH[]AYS

| |—Billie Sixt
| 3—Bonnie Brown
| 3—Matthew Greene

|8—Sandy Fisher

|8—]John Douglas

20—Marjorie Haun

20—]Jim Nuznoff
20—Bruce Peters
2|—-Patti MacDonald
27—Stephen MacDonald

3|—Susan Willecke

QQ?JULY

I-\NNIVERSI-\RIES

I I—Don & Mary Anne Washabaugh 49 yrs.
20—Sam & Patti Cessna 4 yrs.
25—Richard & Linda Wagar 32 yrs.
30—Andy & Katie Schulte 19 yrs.
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AUGUST 2024
CHURCH PRAYER CALENDAR AND CELEBRATIONS

Prayer is the place where burdens change shoulders - We pray for....

The elderly, the infirm, the hospitalized, those in nursing homes, the homebound and lonely,
and all those who have requested our prayerful support.

Each month we remember church members and friends on a rotating basis...

I Bob & Lois Jornlin

2 Tom & Carol Kerr
3 Jean LaMantia

4 David & Lynn Lang
5 Margo Lazzerini

6 DeAnn Lehman

7 Al & Susie Lorenz

8 Connie Luther

9 Myles MacDonald

10 Steve MacDonald

| 7—Susie Lorenz

22—Neta Gensemer

23—Barbara Floyd

24—]udith Cornnell

%

Il Carolyn Ann Maupin 21
12 Gene & Barbara McPherson 22
I3  Larry & Sue Mesler 23
I4 Steve & Joanie Mock 24
I5 Steve & Valerie Neeley 25
16 Jim & Patti Nuznoff 26
I7  Marguerite O’Brien 27
I8 David Osweiler 28
19 David & Jane Otoupal 29
20 Bruce Peters 30

31

*

A

Rachel Pfaender
Linda Potthoff
Barksdale & Bo Pullen
Bill & Pauli Purcell
Barbara Reynolds
Tim Ronan

Pete & Debbie Rostad
Barbara Ryan

Charles Sampsel
Andy & Katie Schulte

Elaine Schultz

S

ANNIVERSARIES

24—Donald Willecke
26—Joanie Mock

30—Marion Brown

30—Pauli Purcell

5—Larry & Sue Mesler
16—Andy & Nancy Smith
|8—Charlie & Doris Costa

23—Pete & Debbie Rostad

65 yrs.
66 yrs.
62 yrs.

49 yrs.
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