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MOCKõS MUSINGS   
Rev. Stephen A. Mock, Pastor 

W 
hat are essential tenets?  They are recognized 

understandings of the gospel and Godõs Word that 

define the Presbyterian and Reformed tradition. 

According to ECOõs Essential Tenets document, òAll Christians must 

affirm the central mysteries of the faith, and all those who are called to 

ordered ministries in a Presbyterian church must also affirm the essential 

tenets of the Reformed tradition.ó These tenets are based on the Bible 

and the teachings of the confessions as reliable interpretations of 

what the Bible teaches. 

The very first tenet is that 

òThe great purpose toward 

which each human life is 

drawn is to glorify God and to 

enjoy Him forever.ó We were created to bring glory to God as 

bearers of His image. We are called to recognize, acknowledge and 
declare how wonderful and great God is and for what He has done. 

We are to enjoy òGod by being so united with Christ through the power 

of the Holy Spirit as to become participant in that divine nature, 

transformed from one degree of glory to another and escorted by Christ 

into the loving communion of the Trinity.ó In other words, we give to 

God what He deserves ð praise, thanksgiving, adoration and faith. 

He then brings joy into our lives through our union with Christ 

through the working of His Holy Spirit. As Godõs life is lived in us, 

Continued on page 2: Mockõs Musings 

OUR MISSION  AND  PURPOSE 
LOVINGé. GROWINGé. GOINGé. in JESUS! 

Lovingé God and others through worship and fellowship. 

Growingé in our understanding Jesusõ and Godõs purposes for us through  

Bible study, and developing our ministries to serve God and others. 

Goingé into Godõs world with His message of love and salvation through  
Jesus Christ, and with His ministries of compassion and mercy. 

A PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PUNTA GORDA 

FLORIDA - ECO: A COVENANT ORDER OF EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIANS  

òAll Christians must affirm the 

central mysteries of the faithó  
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Ë  MOCKõS MUSINGS   From page  1 

He is glorified and we enjoy His pleasure and love with the purpose to be a light to the world òthat draws 

people from every tribe and tongue and nation to be reconciled to God.ó  

Our lives have a purpose. Our purpose is to worship God and to declare His greatness and love to 

this world. As we do that, His Spirit fills us to enjoy our relationship with Him and our service in His name. 

Loving and serving God is fun. It isnõt necessarily easy. In fact, it is hard, but when we give ourselves to Him, 

He fills us with His love and peace. 

Imagine the feelings you have when you accomplish a great work or when you successfully complete a 

great task. I can remember how joyful I felt when I graduated from seminary. It was hard work, but the joy 

came in knowing how pleased Joanie and my father and mother were in me. What joy came from the 

satisfaction of reaching the goal God placed before me. I can also remember when I was in college what 

great joy I had whenever I talked to others about Jesus and His love. 

Giving glory to God fulfills our calling. The result is discovering great joy in our Father in heaven. It 

truly is fun to follow and serve Him. If it isnõt, then we need to reevaluate our understanding of our faith. 

Next month, the next essential tenet: Godõs Word. 

        In Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SEASON OF LENT 
 

     Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 10th this year. Christians have observed this season of 

the church year since the fourth century. Itõs traditionally a time of reflection, penitence and spiritual 

renewal before Easter.  
 

     During Lent, some Christians give up something that hinders their relationship with God. Others do 

something extra for their spiritual growth or make a special sacrifice. The key is to make Lent a 

memorable season of sincere spiritual growth ñ a time that can set the tone for the rest of the year.  
 

An Ash Wednesday Prayer 
 

     Dear righteous Lord, we enter the holy season of Lent confessing our many sins that separate us from you.  

Weõre sincerely sorry for offending you repeatedly through our thoughts, our words and our actionsñand often 

through our inactions, too. 

     Forgive us, Lord, and show us your tender mercy.  Restore and strengthen us to become your faithful and 

faith-filled servants.  During our Lenten journey, remind us to show mercy to other people, just as youõve shown 

mercy to us.  In Jesusõ name, Amen. 
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Laurel Aumend ñ Flowers 625-5238 

Margie Smith ñ Prayer Shawls 833-0185 

Georgia Cherny ñ Communion 575-2186 

Phyllis Ehrhardt ñ Visitation 863-884-7489 

Elaine Schultz ñ Communication 505-8339 

Helmut Ehrhardt ñ Helping Hands 863-884-7489 

Kay Callahan ñ Loaves and Fishes 916-9252 

 Pastor  

Steve Mock 

steve@fpcpunta.org 

 Assistant Pastor  

Larry Yerger 

revyerger@yahoo.com 

 Music Director  

Randall Curtis 

randy@fpcpunta.org 

 Office Manager  

Debbie Rostad 

debbie@fpcpunta.org 

 Volunteer Office  Assistant  

Gail Thornton        

gail@fpcpunta.org 

 Volunteer Office  Assistant  

Dianne Sizemore 

dgsizemore@comcast.net       

 Treasurer  

 Joe Cherny 

cjchern321@yahoo.com 

  

DEACONS ELDERS 

Nancy Beasom ñ Fellowship 505-9383 

Joe Brooks ñ Administration  231-360-5727 

Sharon Cuzner ñ Discipleship 637-1792 

Joan Hoffman ñ Ministry 639-4907 

Marguerite OõBrien ñ Administration 268-6843 

Dianne Sizemore ñ Mission 743-5637 

Gail Thornton ñ Clerk of Session 916-1726 

Diane Culver-Truby ñ Worship 637-7407 

Don Washabaugh ñ Worship 255-8616 

MEET THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN STAFF 

MEET OUR OFFICERS 
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Are you interested in making a meal 

when there is a short term need in 

the congregation due to an illness 

or loss? Are you willing to deliver a 

meal that someone else has fixed? If 

you have any questions or would like to volunteer, 

please speak to Kay Callahan, our Deacon of this 

ministry, or call the church office. 

 

LIBRARY 
Need a good book to read? We have a 

wide variety of books including a large 

assortment of Christian Fiction. Please 

stop by, take a look, and check one out! 

THE SECOND CUP (OF COFFEE) 

The Second Cup Bible study 

discussion group will meet on 

Thursdays, February 11th and 

25th, at 9:30am , with a study of 

the Book of Acts. 

THIS õN THAT 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The cost to sponsor flowers is 

$37.50.  To make a donation,  please 

sign up on the sheets in the church foyer. 

You may list the flowers in honor and/or 

in memory of something or someone. 

When you sponsor flowers for a Sunday and would like 

to take them with you after the service, please stop in 

the kitchen after the last service and see the deacon in 

charge that day. 

SPONSOR SUNDAY FLOWERS  

WEEKLY PRAYER SERVICE 

You are invited to join your church family in 

the Conference Room Sundays at 6pm . 

Come and share in this experience of Godõs 

people praying together. 

We welcome material for our church 

newsletter. All contributions are subject 

to editing with regard to the subject 

matter and space requirements.  

Articles for the March  issue of The Messenger are due in 

the church office by Monday, February 15th . COMPUTER AVAILABLE FOR YOUR USE 

Weõve set up a computer in the 

Conference Room for those of you who 

need the use of one. It has high-speed 

internet access and is available during 

office hours. We suggest you call to 

reserve the time before coming to use it . 

ADDRESS & EMAIL UPDATE 

Please advise the church office when you 

change your mailing and/or email address. 

R.O.M.E.O.S. & J.U.L.I.E.T.S. BREAKFAST  

R.O.M.E.O.S. (Retired Old Men Eating 

Out Someplace) and J.U.L.I.E.T.S. (Joyful 

Understanding Ladies Inconspicuously 

Eating Together Someplace) will meet for 

breakfast at Sky View Café, Punta Gorda 

Airport on Thursdays,  February 11th 

and 25th, at 8am . Come and enjoy the 

food and fellowship. 

ECO SHIRTS 

First Presbyterian ECO shirts are available 

for a $20 donation that will go to Missions. 

See Pastor Steve if you would like one. 

Please remember our furry friends! In 

the church foyer there is a green tub 

where you can put dog and cat food, 

animal toys, and gently used blankets and 

towels. For questions, ask Randy or Diane Curtis. 

FURRY FRIENDS 

LOAVES AND FISHES MINISTRY 
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PASTOR LARRYõS WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

F 
ebruary 2016: the month Bible Study went on hiatus ð sorta.  From February 3rd 

through March 9th we are going to depart from the {òtraditionaló Larry-style} Bible 

Study to which you have grown accustomed.  We are, instead, going to embark on 

a journey of discovery, exploring the three Abrahamic Faiths (Judaism, Christianity, and 

Islam) in a more traditional classroom-style experience.  We will begin in the far distant 

past ð before Abram was ð progressing to today where the three Faiths which claim Abraham as ancestor - 

live, to put it mildly, ôin tensionõ.  This study will meet at 10am as a part of the C.L.A.S.S. series (see page 5).   

I hope to see you there!       Blessings,      Pastor Larry 

WELCOME TO THE APOCALYPSE 

T 
hese are the first instructional words from James, and they are {probably} not the most comforting 

piece of Scripture that you have ever read ð they certainly are not for me.  I donõt want to read that 

I might {almost assuredly} face trials in my life, nor do I even want to contemplate any scenario 

where my Faith might be tested; unfortunately, as Christians, we cannot pick-and-choose what Scriptures to 

read and believe, so weõre stuck with this piece ð and rightly so.  We have ALL faced trials of some kind 

some time in our lives and our Faith has been tested repeatedly.  {If this is not true for you, please let me 

know ð we need to talk!} 
  

James doesnõt stop with a warning about problems, but he says we have to persevere through 

them!  Whatever happened to, òIf at first you donõt succeed, give up!ó?  There have been times in life when I 

(and you too I betcha!) have wanted to give up on a problem or doubt with/about (y)our Faith, but for 

whatever reason didnõt.  We need to be firm in our Faith.  I would not be here today, one of your pastors, if 

Iõd quit when times got tough. I have faced many difficulties in my life, in many different areas, but God has 

seen fit to get me through those times. I have matured (somewhat) and become (more) complete, but Iõm 

not finished yet!  I do not know what God has planned for me in the future, which begins right now, but I 

WILL PERSEVERE!  Will you?  Or will you bolt when trouble shows up?  God has always provided for me 

and ð I am certain ð will continue to do so until the end of my life. 
  

I have been able to persevere only because I was spurred on and supported by the people God has placed in 

my life.  This is often the way that we experience the òjoyó that we have in trials and tribulations, our 

relationships.  I know that without Andrea - and I am absolutely, unbreakably certain that God put her in my 

life ð I would not be here today; more than likely I would not be alive, let alone one of your pastors!  This is 

the PURE JOY of which James writes, the overcoming of trials through perseverance and triumph of Faith, 

living in and through Jesus NO MATTER THE CIRCUMSTANCESé 

  

òIf at first you donõt succeed {in surviving trials and tests to your Faith}, give up!ó  If this is your philosophy 

and you wish to change that to òI will {with Godõs help} overcome!ó, then ôéyou should ask God, who gives 

generouslyéõ and you too can surmount terrific odds, survive trials and temptations, and persevere in your 

Faith, sharing with others and deepening your relationships with other believers ð and God Himself! 
  

               Blessings and peaceé..

  

Trials and Temptations 
James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 

know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 

mature and complete, not lacking anything. 


