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Stay connected when youõre away. Watch our worship service LIVE! Go to our website at: 

www.fpcpunta.org and click on the link òWatch services LIVE hereó on our homepage. 

MOCKõS MUSINGS   
Rev. Stephen A. Mock, Pastor 

I  
 was reading past Christmas musings and rediscovered what I 

wrote in 2005, ten years ago, and decided to share it with you 

again.  

When I was little (and believe it or not there was a time when that 

was true), Christmas at my house was chaotic. With two older brothers 

who were twins and an older sister, all of us could hardly stand waiting 

for Christmas morning to come. It got so bad for my parents, that on 

Christmas Eve, after all of us went to bed, they would move down into 

the basement where our Christmas tree was, along with all the presents, 

and sleep down there. The door to the basement didnõt have a lock on it, 

so my Dad used heavy rope to tie the door closed. I can distinctly 

remember getting up very early, along with my siblings, and rushing to 

the basement door only to be stopped by my fatherõs rope. A deep voice 

from below would shout up something like this, òJust hold on to your 

horses, weõll be ready in a minute or two.ó It was so hard to wait. But the 
wait was worth it. There are no words to describe how I felt when my 

Dad untied the door and I went down the steps, turned the corner into 

the recreation room and saw all the presents for me. It was joy 

indescribable and anticipation beyond compare. 

The Israelites waited centuries for the Messiah and it seemed as if 

God had the door tied shut. Then on that first Christmas, God opened 

the door and the greatest of gift of all was given in His Son Jesus Christ. 

Continued on page 2: Mockõs Musings 

OUR MISSION  AND  PURPOSE 
LOVINGé. GROWINGé. GOINGé. in JESUS! 

Lovingé God and others through worship and fellowship. 

Growingé in our understanding Jesusõ and Godõs purposes for us through  

Bible study, and developing our ministries to serve God and others. 

Goingé into Godõs world with His message of love and salvation through  
Jesus Christ, and with His ministries of compassion and mercy. 

A PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PUNTA GORDA 

FLORIDA - ECO: A COVENANT ORDER OF EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIANS  
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Ë  MOCKõS MUSINGS   From page  1 

He was the first and best gift. He then gave the gift of His Holy Spirit on Pentecost. And now we await the 

gift of heaven upon Christõs return. Thatõs what Advent and Christmas are all about. Unwrapping the 

wonderful gift of life through Jesus Christ our Savior and being filled by the Spirit of Christ. It is continuing to 

open the gifts of righteousness and love as we walk with Christ throughout life. It is discovering the joy of 

the gifts of service as we help others and share Jesus with the world. It is looking to unwrap that final gift of 

heaven when Jesus comes to usher in His kingdom in its fullness. 

Friends, may you unwrap all these wonderful gifts from God. May you continue to discover the joys of 

these gifts as you live each day for Christ. And may you be filled with anticipation as you look forward to 

unwrapping the final gift of heaven. Have a merry Christmas and blessed New Year. 
    

  In Christ, 

A BABE IS BORN 
OUR LIVES ADORNED 
WITH DEEPEST LOVE 
FROM UP ABOVE 
 
A BABE IS BORN 
OUR HEARTS REJOICE 
AND NOW AT LAST  
WE HAVE A CHOICE 
 
OUR SAVIOR COMES 
TO US ON EARTH 
REJOICE, I SAY 
WITH MERRY MIRTH  

REJOICE WITH EVERY 
WORD AND SONG 
FOR NOW WE KNOW 
WHERE WE BELONG 
 
THE CHRIST CHILD  
HERE TO FILL OUR HEARTS 
FOR NOW WE KNOW 
OUR REBIRTH STARTS 
 
THE CHRIST CHILD BORN 
FOR US TO HOLD 
TO ALL THE WORLD  
OUR JOY BE TOLD 
 
         
 NANCY BEASOM 

REJOICE 
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Laurel Aumend ñ Flowers 625-5238 

Margie Smith ñ Prayer Shawls 833-0185 

Georgia Cherny ñ Communion 575-2186 

Phyllis EhrhardtñVisitation 863-884-7489 

Elaine SchultzñCommunication 505-8339 

Helmut Ehrhardt ñ Helping Hands 863-884-7489 

Kay Callahan ñ Loaves and Fishes 916-9252 

 Pastor  

Steve Mock 

steve@fpcpunta.org 

 Assistant Pastor  

Larry Yerger 

revyerger@yahoo.com 

 Music Director  

Randall Curtis 

randy@fpcpunta.org 

 Office Manager  

Debbie Rostad 

debbie@fpcpunta.org 

 Volunteer Office  Assistant  

Gail Thornton        

gail@fpcpunta.org 

 Volunteer Office  Assistant  

Dianne Sizemore 

dgsizemore@comcast.net       

 Treasurer  

 Joe Cherny 

cjchern321@yahoo.com 

  

DEACONS ELDERS 

Nancy Beasom ñ Fellowship 505-9383 

Joe Cherny ñ Administration 575-2186 

Sharon Cuzner ñ Discipleship 637-1792 

Joan Hoffman ñ Ministry 639-4907 

Art Koon ñ Publicity 505-9810 

Dianne Sizemore ñ Mission 743-5637 

Gail Thornton ñ Clerk of Session 916-1726 

Diane Culver-Truby ñ Worship 637-7407 

Don Washabaugh ñ Worship 255-8616 

MEET THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN STAFF 

MEET OUR OFFICERS 
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Are you interested in making a meal 

when there is a short term need in 

the congregation due to an illness 

or loss? Are you willing to deliver a 

meal that someone else has fixed? If 

you have any questions or would like to volunteer, 

please speak to Kay Callahan, our Deacon of this 

ministry, or call the church office. 

 

LIBRARY 
LATEST LIBRARY LITERATURE!          

See Page 6 to learn about an assortment of 

Christian Fiction books. Please stop by, 

take a look, and check out a book!   

THE SECOND CUP (OF COFFEE) 

The Second Cup Bible study 

discussion group will meet on 

Thursdays, December 3rd and 

17th, at 9:30am , with a study of 

the Book of Acts. 

THIS õN THAT 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The cost to sponsor flowers for 

2015 is $37.  To make a donation,  

please sign up on the sheets in the 

church entryway. You may list the 

flowers in honor and/or in memory of 

something or someone. When you sponsor flowers for a 

Sunday and would like to take them after the service, 

please stop in the kitchen after the last service and see 

the deacon in charge that day. 

SPONSOR SUNDAY FLOWERS  

WEEKLY PRAYER SERVICE 

You are invited to join your church family in 

the Conference Room Sundays at 6pm . 

Come and share in this experience of Godõs 

people praying together. 

We welcome material for our church 

newsletter. All contributions are subject 

to editing with regard to the subject 

matter and space requirements.  

Articles for the January issue of The Messenger are due 

in the church office by Monday, December 7th . COMPUTER AVAILABLE FOR YOUR USE 

Weõve set up a computer in the 

Conference Room for those of you who 

need the use of one. It has high-speed 

internet access and is available during 

office hours. We suggest you call to 

reserve the time before coming to use it . 

ADDRESS & EMAIL UPDATE 

Please advise the church office when you 

change your mailing and/or email address. 

R.O.M.E.O.S. & J.U.L.I.E.T.S. BREAKFAST  

R.O.M.E.O.S. (Retired Old Men Eating 

Out Someplace) and J.U.L.I.E.T.S. (Joyful 

Understanding Ladies Inconspicuously 

Eating Together Someplace) will meet for 

breakfast at Sky View Café, Punta Gorda 

Airport on Thursdays,  December 3rd 

and 17th, at 8am . Come and enjoy the 

food and fellowship. 

ECO SHIRTS 

First Presbyterian ECO shirts are available 

for a $20 donation that will go to Missions. 

See Pastor Steve if you would like one. 

Please remember our furry friends! In 

the church foyer there is a green tub 

where you can put dog and cat food, 

animal toys, and gently used blankets and 

towels. For questions, ask Randy or Diane Curtis. 

FURRY FRIENDS 

LOAVES AND FISHES MINISTRY 
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PASTOR LARRYõS WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

W 
e are engaging a study on frequently overlooked books in the Bibleñthose 

short òtidbitsó from Godõs Word (e.g. Philemon, 3 John, etc.).  We can learn 

quite a lot from these òminoró books that is very relevant today!  If you are 

interested in expanding your knowledge of the Bible and want to learn how it applies in 

our world today, join us!  We meet every Wednesday morning in the Fellowship Hall at 

10:00amñI hope to see you thereé.              Pastor Larry 

SEASON OF ADVENT 

 

W 
e are now in the liturgical Season of Advent.  This time 

spent leading up to Christmas Day is often {usually?} 

referred to as the òChristmas Seasonó since many of the 

signs of our celebration disappear immediately after December 25th.  

{I am always astounded when I come across a non-Christian radio 

station that is still playing ôChristmas Musicõ on the 26th of 

December!}  and most of our ôChristmas-themed celebrationsõ end.  

The reality is that the Advent Season is a time of preparation for the 

coming birth of our Lord Jesus.  (Just FYI, the Christmas Season or 

Christmastide, liturgically takes place from December 25 to January 

6éyou know the òTwelve Days of Christmas Songó?  That is ð in 

part ð what it is all abouté) 

 

 I encourage all of you, during Advent, to live in expectation 

of the JOY of His birth.  When you shop for gifts for friends and 

family try to demonstrate and communicate that JOY to other 

shoppers. Endeavor to spread the JOY in all that you (we) do.  Say 

òMerry Christmasó, or if appropriate, òHappy Chanukahó, to those 

you encounter on your daily walk.  I know that it can be difficult 

when contending with all the ôstress of the holidaysõ, but try to forget the cultural expectations this year and 

go back to the roots of your faith as you celebrate the coming of our Lord Jesus in JOY! 

 

 Andrea and I wish a Merry Christmas to you all and a wonderful and blessed New Year to come! 

 

Peace on Earth and Good Will to all whom God Favours! 


